Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 LIMA 09679 151809Z 
47 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 ARAE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 INR-05 NSAE-00 

PA-01 RSC-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 L-02 EB-04 FEAE-00 

OES-03 TRSE-00 AID-05 COME-00 /041 W 

123499 

PR 151740ZNOV 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LIMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2750 
INFO AMCONSULATE GUAYAQUIL 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LIMA 9679 
EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINR, PINT, EGEN, PE 

SUBJECT: PIPELINE CONTROVERSY: PERUVIAN TIMES CLOSED; LAWYERS 
TO BE TRIED 

REE: LIMA 9647 (NOTAL) 

1. NOV 15 EL COMERCIAO REPORTS CLOSURE OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE WEEKLY 
PERUVIAN TIMES. COMERCIO, CITING PT'S EDITOR NICHOLAS ASHESHOV, 
STATES THAT MAGAZINE WAS CLOSED PROBABLY FOR AN ARTICLE ON 

THE PERU- JAP AN PIPELINE AGREEMENT. 

2. PT SEPT 6 ARTICLE REVEALING FOREIGN ARBITRATION PROVISIONS 
OF JAPANESE-PERUVIAN SOVEREIGNTY (REFTEL AND PREVIOUS). 

PT WAS A HIGHLY RESPECTED MAGAZINE SPECIALIZING IN ECONOMIC 
NEWS AND REACHING BUSINESS, ACADEMIC, DIPLOMATIC AUDIENCE. 

PT STAFEERS HAVE IN THE PAST TOLD EMBOEFS THAT THEY HAVE CON- 
TINGENCY PLANS TO PUBLISH IN ECUADOR SHOULD THEY BE COLOSED IN PERU 
GIVEN INCREASINGLY RESTRICTIVE PRESS CLIMATE. 

3. NOV 15 CRONICA HEADLINES THAT LIMA BAR ASOCIATION WILL BE 
BROUGHT TO TRIAL EOR "LYING " ABOUT PIPELINE AGREEMENT. CHARGES ARE 
TO BE BROUGHT AGAINST BAR ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND 
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GOVERNMENT DIGNITARIES, LYING AND THREATENING THE SECURITY OE 
THE STATE. IN CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE, SIX LAWYERS HAVE 
REPORTEDLY BEEN DETAINED SO EAR. 

4. COMMENT. AS NOTED IN PREVIOUS EMBTELS, PIPELINE ISSUE IS 

HIGHLY CHARGED. GOP IS DEPENDING ITSELF AGAINST OPPOSITION CHARGES 

THAT PIPELINE AGREEMENT REPRESENTS UNCONSTITUTIONAL ABROGATION OP 

SOVEREIGNTY BECAUSE PERUVIAN STATE SUBJECTS ITSELP TO FOREIGN 

COURTS. THIS CONTROVERSY IS EXPECTED TO SWIRL FOR SOME TIME 

AND IS GREATLY IRRITATING PERU'S SUPER-NATIONALISTIC MILITARY 

RULERS. 

DEAN 
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